Tuesday, May 13, 2003
Joshua 10:1–43

All of the cities conquered by Joshua in chapter ten were contained in an area less than fifty miles square.  Remember that this was an area of city states, each with their own king, most of whom held some allegiance to the most powerful nation in the area, Egypt. However, Egypt was having problems of her own at this time and was in no condition to come to the rescue of the kings who challenged Joshua and the Israelites.

The king of Jerusalem was anxious to take his allies into battle, probably because the coalition of Gibeonite cities formed a sort of arch just to the north of Jerusalem. That, coupled with the traitorous and cowardly action of the Gibeonites in allying with Israel, sealed the certainty of war.


The key to victory in the battles is found in verse 42, “Joshua captured all these kings and their lands at one time, because the Lord, the God of Israel, fought for Israel.” Only by God’s power could Joshua and his army succeed against the enemy.  Did the sun stand still for most of the day and did hailstones sent by God kill more of the enemy than Joshua’s army? There is no way to ultimately prove or disprove these miracles, but if God is almighty and in control of all things including nature, why not?


This campaign resulted in the conquest of the promised land from about the northern end of the Dead Sea southward.  But the area conquered did not include the Goshen that we are familiar with as the home of the Israelites when they were slaves in Egypt. The Goshen in today’s reading was further up the map and in the area of what would become Palestine in later generations.


This was just the beginning. Tomorrow we will read of the conquest of Hazor and find out some interesting things about this city which was huge in comparison to those confronted by Joshua to the south.

